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Foreign Minister, who came to Holland to treat,
gave way point by point on all these severe terms,
but finally refused to sign the Treaty without
reference to Versailles. Confident that the French
were beaten beyond recovery, Marlborough fully
expected the French King would be compelled to
sign and looked forward cheerfully to peace. But
Louis could not agree to the clauses which in
effect obliged him to make immediate war on his
own grandson, and the Allies' ultimatum was
rejected.

Marlborough was staggered by the news. " Are
there then no counter-proposals ? " he inquired.
He thought, however, that if the Dutch were firm
the French would be compelled to comply.
Negotiations continued for a time, the Allies
suggesting as an alternative to the obnoxious
Article XXXVII that Louis XIV should hand
over to them three towns in Spain as well as three
in Flanders as a guarantee for the evacuation of
Spain. But to force the Spaniards to surrender
three towns was as hard as making them drive
their own choice as King from his throne, and
thus the war had to go on.

There is no question that the British Govern-
ment was mainly responsible for the failure of the
peace negotiations at a time when Marlborough's
victories had forced France so low that she would
have conceded nearly anything. Although some
play has recently been made with an isolated
quotation from Torcy's Memoires, there is no
evidence to show that Marlborough had any
serious doubts about Article XXXVII until after
the " preliminaries " were rejected. Then both